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located in carneros, caliFornia, etude 
wines (www.etudewines.com) was founded in 
1982 with the philosophy that inspired grape 
growing diminishes the need for intervention by 
the winemaker, resulting in superior wines that 
are grown, not made. etude (French for “study”) 
specializes in two classic red varieties – pinot 
noir and cabernet sauvignon. winemaker Jon 
priest sources etude’s pinot noir grapes from the 
etude estate vineyards in the cool carneros re-
gion. he sources fruit for the winery’s cabernet 
sauvignon from the warmer northern half of the 
napa valley.

the etude estate vineyards are confi gured 
into dozens of small vineyards, averaging only 
eight acres in size. the spacing is dense to en-
sure low per-vine yields of fully concentrated 
fruit. nearly 20 pinot noir clones, including 
10 low-yielding heirloom varieties, have 
been planted. the etude estate vineyards 
have also been designed for sustainable 
viticulture and to minimize their impact 
on the environment and surrounding 
community. native fl ora and naturally 
occurring wetlands have been pro-
tected, and creeks are being restored. 
wildlife has also been afforded safe 
passageways through the vineyards.

the etude portfolio of wines in-
cludes carneros pinot gris, carneros 
rosé of pinot noir – estate, carneros 
pinot noir – estate, deer camp pinot 
noir – estate, temblor pinot noir – 
estate, heirloom carneros pinot 
noir – estate, napa valley cabernet 
sauvignon, and appellation caber-
nets from rutherford, st. helena, and 
oakville. etude wines can be found 
in fi ne restaurants and retail stores 
across the country, and can also be 
purchased at the winery and on the 
winery’s web site. 

the winery consists of three 
beautiful masonry buildings – total-
ing 40,000 square feet – that occupy 
a picturesque setting just a few miles 
from etude’s vineyards in carneros. 
etude offers scheduled tastings at 10 
AM, 1 PM, and 3 PM monday through 
Friday.•
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