
Investing in Society

EDITORS’ NOTE Bill White also 
serves as President of the Intrepid 
Fallen Heroes Fund. In March 
1991, White established Operation 
Support, a volunteer charitable or-
ganization that raised more than 
$400,000 for the families of military 
personnel killed in the Persian Gulf 
War. White came to the Intrepid in 
1992, before which he worked in 
the family restaurant and real es-
tate business. White obtained his 
B.A. from Fordham University, and 
he holds a culinary arts degree from 
The French Culinary Institute. He is a member 
of the board of trustees of the Intrepid Museum 
Foundation, the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, 
the Intrepid Relief Fund, the Fisher House 
Foundation, the Fisher Center for Alzheimer’s 
Research Foundation, the Jewish Institute for 
National Security Affairs, the New York’s Finest 
Foundation, and the Science Barge and is on 
the board of NYC & Company. He served as a 
member of the Auxiliary Corps of the Sovereign 
Military Order of Malta and as a volunteer fi re-
fi ghter from 1985 to 1993. The Atlantic Fleet 
awarded White the Meritorious Public Service 
Award in recognition of his outstanding sup-
port of the U.S. Navy. In 2003, the President 
of Italy bestowed on him the title of “Cavaliere 
della Repubblica Italiana del Merito.” A year 
later, he received the Meritorious Public Service 
Award for extraordinary service from the U.S. 
Coast Guard.

ORGANIZATION BRIEF The Intrepid Sea, Air 
& Space Museum (www.intrepidmuseum.org) 
is one of America’s leading historic, cultural, 
and educational institutions. Opened in 1982, 
the museum has welcomed more than 10 mil-
lion visitors. The museum is centered on the 
aircraft carrier Intrepid (CVS-11), one of the 
most successful ships in U.S. history and now a 
national historic landmark and one of the most 
unique attractions in New York. The museum 
features a range of interactive exhibits and 
events from thrilling historical recreations such 
as Kamikaze: Day of Darkness, Day of Light to 
new interactive displays. Visitors also can ride 
in the A-6 cockpit simulator, visit the Virtual 
Flight Zone, and tour the inside of the world’s 
fastest commercial airplane, Concorde. The 
museum also hosts the annual Fleet Week cele-
bration in honor of our military personnel.

Will you give an overview of the 
Intrepid Sea, Air & Space museum?

it all began with zachary Fisher, 
a brooklyn-born son of a russian 
Jewish immigrant who never fi nished 
high school, but who worked in the 
construction business as a bricklayer. 
later, he and his family became a pre-
eminent development builder family in 
new york, the Fisher brothers. while 
he never served in the military, many 
of his buddies went off to world war 
ii and didn’t come back or came back 
screwed up. then in 1976, he walked 

onto the intrepid’s fl ight deck at the bicenten-
nial in philadelphia and learned that the ship 
was going to be scrapped. she had survived 
fi ve kamikaze attacks, and he wasn’t having it. 
he eventually put up $50 million of his own 
money to save this ship, and then he brought 
it to new york. today, the intrepid’s product is 
patriotism, service above self, and the sacrifi ce 
for freedom. our board, now led by charles de 
gunzburg, richard santulli, and the Fishers, has 
donated or raised more than $400 million for 
the efforts that come from within the intrepid.

the product has evolved in that we’ve had 
10 million visitors, and we’re one of the top fi ve 
tourist attractions in new york. we’ve hosted 
150,000 troops for Fleet week over the course 
of almost 20 years. we are expecting to have 
president barack obama as our special guest 
this year, and we just came off a $115 million 
renovation, which we raised all the money for.

What other initiatives have been car-
ried out under the Intrepid name?

the intrepid Fallen heroes Fund is one of 
those initiatives. as recently as three years ago, 
after a soldier was killed in iraq, his wife would 
get a check for $6,000 from the u.s. govern-
ment, half of which was taxable. she would be 
thrown off the base within 90 days with her 
kids, and her kids didn’t have dental coverage. 
that policy had to be changed. so we went to 
John mccain, who sits on our board and served 
on the intrepid in 1961, and hillary clinton, 
who was one of the fi nest senators to ever serve 
on the armed services committee, for help. the 
policy was changed so that the family can stay 
on the base for a year, and their kids get dental 
care. we also raised $42 million in six months, 
and gave it all out: $11,000 to every surviving 
spouse, male or female; and $5,000 to every 
dependent child, all 3,000 of them.

another focus is on multiple amputees, 
which is a big group. in nine months, we raised 
almost $90 million for 600,000 americans and 
much of it went to the center for the intrepid 
at brooke army medical center in san antonio, 
texas, the world’s fi nest state-of-the-art physical 
rehabilitation center. over 1,000 multiple ampu-
tees have not only gotten limbs back, but they 
get a lot of their lives back. they get taught how 
to work with the prosthetics in a $3 million 3-d 
simulator – the only one on the planet that’s 
3-d. they can also learn how to fi re a weapon, 
ride a horse, water ski, or surf.

the remainder of the $90 million went 
to Fisher houses. zachary Fisher built the fi rst 
Fisher house at bethesda in 1991 to house fam-
ily members visiting wounded soldiers. this 
has been built up to 42 houses, supported by 
$40 million in contributions, which has helped 
100,000 families by providing more than one 
million nights of lodging, and now, with $2 bil-
lion in frequent fl ier miles donated, we’ve fl own 
18,000 families of troops.

the latest program of the Fallen heroes 
Fund is to build a traumatic brain injury center. 
this is the signature wound of the war. almost 
300,000 troops that have some form of what bob 
woodruff experienced. some can’t even remem-
ber the names of their own children. so we’re 
contributing $50 million into a $65 million proj-
ect for a state-of-the-art facility in bethesda. we 
anticipate it will be up and running in one year.

How did your interest in charitable ef-
forts come about?

after a suggestion from John cardinal 
o’connor, who happens to have been a two-star 
navy admiral as well as the archbishop of new 
york, that i needed to get involved in charitable 
works, i started a charity to help the families of 
the troops who were killed in desert storm and 
desert shield. and that’s how i met zach Fisher. 
meeting him would change anybody’s life. this 
man is quiet and unassuming, and he always re-
members where he came from. in addition, he is 
one of the most generous men on the planet.

For me, this is the greatest job in the world. i 
am so honored every day to work with our amaz-
ing board and supporters. For us it’s about the 
troops, it’s about owing them. anything we can do 
to be supportive of them and show our gratitude 
is key. so for me, that’s what it’s all about.•
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Center for the Intrepid board members and veterans helped by the 
Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund at the Center’s ribbon cutting ceremony

posted with permission. copyright © 2009 leaders magazine, inc.Leaders90 volume 32, number 2




